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Partners: Students from Baylor University, elementary students and 
teachers from EDLINK12 schools within the Education Service Center 
Region 12 service area, and the EDLINK12 Videoconference Staff.  
 
Purpose: The purpose of this project is to increase reading 
understanding, learn presentation skills, build teamwork with classmates, 
and increase self-confidence by working with teachers and college 
mentors.  

Book List: The Texas Bluebonnet Award List (Grades 3-6) 
http://www.txla.org/groups/tba/ 

 
How It Works 
 

• University professor (Margaret Thomson) will assign students to partner with each class. The 

students will read the same book that the class is reading. 

• Project Coordinator (Roxanne Glaser) will coordinate the 15-minute connections with Baylor 

students and their partner classes. She will also conduct Moodle training. 

• Roxanne Glaser from ESC 12 will maintain the Moodle site where all online collaborations will 

take place. Each classroom will have its own discussion area. This is a secure site and will require 

a logon and password. 

• Teachers and Baylor students will post online according to the assigned timeline. Baylor students 

have specific dates/times for when the initial questions should be posted. 

• Both the college students and the elementary students will read the assigned book. 

• The  elementary teacher will correspond with the college student to confirm adherence to the 

published timeline. College students will begin posing prompts (via posting to the Moodle site) to 

encourage understanding of the story. All postings will be by first name only. 

•  It is the responsibility of the adults (teachers, Mrs. Thomson, and college students) to monitor 

the discussion areas for content related to the text issues and redirect if necessary. When the 

class is ready to create their presentation of the story, they will communicate with the college 

mentors and share ideas on how to present the book. 

• The electronic communication will last for approximately two-three weeks. The electronic 

communication should be formal in tone with care given to appropriate written language and 

correct spelling. 

• Optional: Elementary classes may schedule a practice presentation with ESC Region 12 to 

practice their presentation. 
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Teacher Responsibilities 

1. Initiate contact with college mentors. 
2. Confirm date and time parameters with college mentors. 

a. Date elementary students will begin reading the book 
b. Date class will be ready for online prompts to begin 
c. Frequency and topics to be discussed 

3. Have students read and discuss assigned book. 
4. Monitor communication between elementary students and college students. 
5. Guide students in creating a presentation and review videoconference tips with students. 
6. Lead students in the videoconference presentation on the scheduled date. 
7. Complete a survey after the project related to their experience. 

 
Elementary Student Responsibilities 

1. Read and discuss the assigned book 
2. With teacher guidance, communicate electronically (via Moodle) with college mentors to 
increase understanding of story. 
3. Create a presentation suitable for videoconference for the scheduled date. 
4. Practice presentation (via videoconference) 
5. Present videoconference on assigned date to other four schools connected. 

 
Baylor Student Responsibilities 

1. As soon as contacted by elementary teacher, communicate with teacher to understand 
timelines and teacher’s goals and objectives. 
2. Begin posting to Moodle according to the published schedule 
3. Teachers will read, discuss and prompt discussion and response from their students 
resulting in the initial written responses. BU students will then respond and extend with 
additional comments or prompts. 
4. Help students develop an idea for their videoconference presentation. (If applicable) 
5. Participate in actual videoconference presentation. 

 
District Site Manager Responsibilities 

1. Share student project videoconferencing tips with teachers and students before they 
begin creating the presentation. 
2. Make sure there is a sign that clearly indicates site location. 
3. Schedule a test for the videoconference practice session with ESC Region 12. 
4. Help teacher’s class connect to ESC 12 bridge for test calls and final presentation. 
5. Connect your site 15 minutes before scheduled conference time. 
6. Remind teacher and class of videoconference etiquette when they enter the room before 
the presentations begin. 
7. Keep the microphone muted until it is your site’s time to present. The microphone can 
also be unmuted after another school’s presentation so the students can hear the other 
sites clapping for them. 
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 McGregor ISD: Project Mulberry 

Mrs. Douglas's class 
created a PowerPoint 
with photos that 
showed the action 
from the book. We saw 
the PowerPoint as the 
students read a 

script...it was the first time a class had done this 
and it was quite effective! The students read a 
script with a great deal of expression...quite 
impressive! 

Mrs. Hamilton’s Class Double Identity 

Pam Hamilton’s class took 
the cloning issue from the 
book and presented it in an 
engaging and creative way. 
The scene was in a lab 
where the “mad scientists” 
were playing cards and 

working on a cloning project. The class was 
darkened with some Christmas lights for effect. 
After the cloning experiment created an excessive 
amount of clones, they started dancing and telling 
silly jokes. At the end, they finished with a 
statement about the seriousness of cloning and the 
impact on our future. When they got to visit with 
their Baylor student, their first question was, “Do 
you think that cloning will become an acceptable 
practice during our lifetime?” Now that’s thinking! 

 

 

Fairfield ISD: The Giant Rat of Sumatra 

Presented as a mixture 
newscast and student 
created projects. I 
loved the close-up of 
the weather map! Also, 
students showed 
models made from 

Legos and other materials. Excellent use of camera 
angles.  

 

 

Gatesville ISD: The Lightning Thief 

Again, a longer novel 
presented as a skit 
with an incredible 
amount of detail as 
you can see from this 
photo. Kim has an eye 
for what will look good 
on camera and 

involves all of the students in the presentations.  

 
Mrs. Omenson’s Class-Double Identity 

 

 

 

Another first-year Bluebonnet teacher did a great 
job with this presentation. She did a really cool 
thing between scene transitions. A student would 
walk up really close to the camera with a poster 
board with the scene name on it so we couldn’t see 
what was going on behind the poster board. 

Mrs. Washburn’s Class-Year of the Dog 

Here was Mrs. Washburn’s 
second presentation and I 
love how she has the 
students’ speaking parts 
written on the back of the 
prop. Very clever! The 
backdrop again works well 

for me as a moderator of the event. (I know it isn’t 
about me, but it is helpful!) What I really enjoyed 
about this presentation is that a all the students 
can participate with a small speaking role. The 
black is a great backdrop! 
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Mrs. Douglas’ Class-Hubert Invents the 

Wheel 

Mrs. Douglas participated for 
the second time this year. 
Her presentation this year 
included a backdrop with the 
scene for Hubert. The 
student who was narrating 
was incredible. He had 

memorized the entire presentation and kept the 
skit moving along. I continue to be impressed by 
teachers who are actually moving into how to 
assess student participation in the online portion of 
the project within Moodle and in the 
videoconference. 

 

Mrs. Berry’s Class-Earth Dragon Awakes 

This 
was another version of Earth Dragon Awakes and it 
was presented as a newscast. It was so realistic. 
The anchors set up the story and the reporter on 
the scene was interviewing survivors of the 
earthquake. Check out the camera person. He did 
not have a speaking part, but was involved in the 
presentation and contributed to telling the story. 

 

 

Post Project Comments 
From a Baylor University student 

“I was one of the Baylor students working with Ms. Hamilton’s class. I absolutely loved their presentation. 
The first question caught me off guard - I wasn’t expecting such a high-level question! This was a great 
experience, and I really enjoyed working with everyone!” 
 
From a teacher 

“How does one say thanks for having a project validate and bring reading to life for a group of average 
8th grade kiddos??? The book impacted my students because of the intense nature of it. My kids really 
got “into” it. They felt so special getting to be part of the project. Having junior high students get 
“excited” about learning and producing a mini-play was rewarding to me as well as them. Thank you!” 

Fron an 8th grade teacher: 

1. My students had reading validated for them….it gave them purpose. For them to know a 
Baylor student would read the same book as they (my reading improvement class) did made 
them feel so special. 

2. My students were the “envied” group. It is usually the GT kids that get to do these special, fun 
projects. My other classes (8th grade regular reading) wanted to know why they did not get to 
do it. 

3. The moodling made them think on a higher level–I could have asked the exact same 
question verbally, but because an outsider was going to read their answer, they spent more think 
time. 

4. This project improved their self-esteem. It gave them a sense of “I can” rather than “but 

Miss, this is hard”. I loved it when we had to miss a class(pep rally/early release/field trip/etc) 
and we did not get to read….not that we had to miss, but their wanting to know what would 
happen next in the book, and their eagerness to get to see what Miss Ray wrote to them. 

5. On a personal note, this project was so fun for me….to see my students’ attitudes toward reading 
change in a positive manner was worth a gabillion dollars. 


